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‘World quiz meet
held at IT Delhi

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: City played host to the World Quiz Cham-

pionship (WQC) once again this year On Saturday,

some of the finest brains in the city furrowed their

brows for three hours at ITT Delhi as the race tofind the

world’s best quizzerbegan at 3pm. They werenot alone,

though; 2,000 people across 70 countries took the race
> together, and all at the same time.

This was the eighth time the world championship
was hosted in the city; the first was in 2004. That was al-
so the yearwhen WQC ventured out of the UK.

*  This year’s event had 415 takers in India; the high-

est turnout was in Delhi where 73 contestants vied for
the top spot. Other major Indian cities wher e the con-
test was held included Mumbai, Pune, Bangalore, Cali-
cut(Kozhikode), Kolkata and Guwahati.

Dr Anurakshat Gupta, the Asiadirector of Interna-
tional Quizzing Association - the organizing body of
the contest - said the primary aim of hosting the tour-
nament is to provide a platform where like-minded
people all over the world can come together to do what
they like doing the most - quizzing. “It's a niche sport.
Our mission is to bring the championshiptotelevision
and to have quizrecognized as a mind sport,” he said.

WQC is a solo, written quiz. This year's test
had questions under eight broad topics; history, media,
sports & games, world, entertainment, lifestyle,
culture and the sciences. There were 240 questions
altogether:
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Log on and give your opinion

about II'T-JEE reforms

Chary Sudan Kastun

e chara kasteri@hindostantimes com

NEW DELHI: Students, parents
and all other stakeholders in
India's vast higher education
system can now go online and
tell the povernment what they
think about dramatic reforms
to the country's engineering
entrance examinations.

The human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry and
the department of science and
technology (DST)  have
launched a first-of-its-kind
opinion poll on the proposed
reforms to tests, including the
Joint Entrance Examination
{(JEE) of the Indian Instiiutes
of Technology (IIT). The
Centre 15 also using social net-
working site Facebook to pop-
ularise the online poll.

The Centre has proposed
replacing the multiple entrance
tests conducted by states, pri-
vate engmeering schools, and
the ITT-JEE and the All Indm
Engineering Entrance
Examination (AIEEE) with a
single national testing scheme
(NTS). Over 20 lakh students

SC: No disclosure of
AIEEE answer keys

The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to direct
the CBSE o disclose
answer keys of the ques-
tions of the ATEEE prior
to declaration of results.
A vacation bench headed
by Justice BS Chauhan
dismissed a petition filed
by some students and
instead asked them to
make a representation to
the board, which will con-
sider their representation
immediately.

The court was not
impressed with students’
counsel Somesh Arora
argued that like [TT-JEE,
the answer sheets of
AlIEEE should be
declared prior to declara-
tion of resuits. HTC

cmmmﬂj appear for about 20
engineermg entrance tests to
take the multiple examinations.

But the proposal to replace
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tests ke the [FT-JEE has faced
criticism from sections within
the country’s academic com-
munity. The poll, sources said,
is aimed at accomplishing two
goals, “We believe that while
sections may support multiple
tests, the majority will support
the nitiative to save students
the trouble of having to sit for
?‘Pp(-"ﬁt&"d entrance tests, The
opinion pol will help us estab-
lish that support, and make the

a&ah of pushing the NTS east-
e, a source explained.

This mass support — w hich
the government is confident it
wiit grarner — will also help it
counter opposition likely from
some states that run their own
entrance tests, the sources said.

The online poll will also help
the Centre to get suggestions
of people across the country
and even abroad on reforms.
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IIT students’ initiative
for Burmese refugees

Urvashi Sarkar

NEW DELHI: Taking cognizance
of the plight of Burmese refu-
gees living in the Capital, the
student chapter of “Students
in Free Enterprise” (SIFE) at
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Delhi has been work-
ing with the community since
November 2010,

SIFE IIT-Delhi president
Abhishek Jain says: “The ref-
ugees first started coming to
India in the 1960s. The pop-
ulation went on increasing
steadily and currently stands
at about 9,000,

Living in small neighbour-
hoods of Vikaspuri and Ja-
nakpuri in West Delhi,
Abhishek states that the peo-
ple’s status as refugees has
robbed them of economic and
political rights resulting in
abysmal living conditions,

“Since India has not signed
the 1951 UN Refugee Conven-
tion, the Government is not
obligated to protect them as
such. These refugees cannot
work in the organised sector,
have no resident or work per-
mits and suffer agreat deal on
counts of health and educa-
tion,” he adds.

The women refugees earn
their living by stitching and
weaving using traditional
handlooms. However, the
sale of their products is limit-
ed to friends and family. SIFE
is trying to help these women
sustain their income by facil-
itating a larger market for
their goods and has also col-
laborated with Dastkar,

The men work in small fac-

tories, workshops or as cocks
in roadside dhabas. Some
children attend government
schools on support by United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees - allowances.
However, since they do not
know Hindu or English, the
experience at school further
marginalises them.,

Speaking about local re-
sentment against the com-
munity, Abhishek says: “They
did not come here seeking op-
portunities. They are political

'refugees escaping persecu-

tion in their home country.”
The aim of the student or-
ganisation is to “help the Bur-
mese refugees feel
respectable in a foreign land,
free from unnecessary hostil-
ity and discrimination and to
provide them with some op-
portunity for decent suste-

- nance”. Supporting it, college

outreach programmes and
health camps have been orga-
nised. A placement cell has
also been established.
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Hyderabad 16-yr-old
youngest to top IIT-JEE
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motivator

LOK SABHA
Speaker Meira
Kumar chose a novel
way to celebrate her
two years in office.
She travelled all the
way to her home state
Bihar to interact with
the batch of success-
ful underprivileged
students from the
coaching institute
known as Super 30.

A majority of students
from the institute have
made it to the Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs) this year.

Meira arrived at the
coaching institute run
by young mathemati-
cian Anand Kumar on
Friday evening and
interacted with its 24
students who have
cracked the IIT-Joint

Entrance Examination

(IIT-JEE) this year. .

“T complete two years
as the Lok Sabha
Speaker today,” she
sald. “There could not
have been a hetter way
of celebrating it.”

Meira said that it was a

By Giridhar Jha
In Patna

very happy moment for
her. “I had been trying to
come here to congratu-
late the Super 30 stu-
dents ever since the
results (of ITT-JEE) were
declared,” she said,

The first woImnan
Speaker of the Lok Sabha
praised Anand for his self-
less service to society.
“I have great appreciation
for your work,” she said.,

She said it was extraor-
dinary that poor students
had been cracking one of
the toughest examina-
tions earlier considered
the preserve of the elite.

Meira, in fact, wanted
to contribute to the
cause being championed
by Super 30 from her MP
local area development
fund but could not do so
because Anand did not
accept any financial con-
tribution from anybody,

“Anand modestly told
me that he does not take
donations from anyone,”
she gaid. “I respect his
feelings. My good wishes

are with him,” she said.
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Ecology priority, varsities take green pl

JNU & Jamia Promote Bicycles, DTU Makes 33% Power On Campus

Manash Pratim Gohain | Tan

New Delhi: Harnessing natural re-
sources and safeguarding the ecolo-
oy seems to have become a priority
for mest universities in the naticnal
capital region.

If Jamia Millia Islamia is turn-
ing its reclaimed land into a green
patch, JNU students have taken it
upon themselves to reduce carbon
emissicn and promotecyclingon the
campus. While TERI University
prides itself to be the first green
campus in the city because of its
innovation in cooling the class-
rooms and the hostel naturally, Del-
hi Technological University (DT,
too, started green initiatives like
cenerating 33% of energy from al-
ternative sources developed on the
campus.

The relatively new NIIT Univer-
sity (NI, Neemrana, is alsonot fall-
ing behind. In its pedestrian-only
100-acre, fullv residential cam pus in
the foothills of the Aravalliis built
to minimizes its carbon footprint
through earth-air tunnels,

Bharat Ehusan, a horticulturist
who is responsible for greening Ja-
mia's ‘wild area’ near the Ansari Au-
ditorium complex and the engineer-
ing faculty, said this nearly 20-acre
land wasunder threat because of en-
croachment, “After reclaiming the
land, we have planted owver 1,500
trees and made pathways. We have
tried to restore the natural flora and
faunasince June 2010 and we are wit-
nessing the results as some of the
migratory birds have returned this
year,” hesaid Bhusan.

The students at Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University (JNU) have joined
hands to make the campus eco-
friendly and are envisaging the uni-
versity premises as a role model for
other campuses in future. The JNU
community choseitsfoundation day
totake the ‘green pledge’ last yean

The president of JNUs Mahi
Mandvi hostel, Fakhruddin Ansari,
said: “Of late, there has beena lot of
deforestationand we have seena sig-
nificant rise in the number of vehi-
cles inside the campus. On Novem-
ber 14, 2010, we launched the
eco-clubof theuniversity Ouraimis
to reduce carbon emission on the
campus, shifting from use of two
and fourwheelers to bicycles and ex-
pandingthe usageof solar energy.”

But it was the TERI University
which added a new chapter to the
concept of ‘green campus” in 2008
when it opened its new premises at
Vasant Kunj. Acconding to Rajiv
Seth, registrar of the university, its
main features include passive solar
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INTEGRATIMG WITH MATURE: Jamia Milliz |slamiz is turning its reclaimed land into a green patch. NIT university in Neemrana

{below)is minimizing its carbon footprint through earth-zir tunnels. [talso has raimvater harvesting and water recycling facilities

design, unique energy  efficient
cooling system and water and
waste management system that
“wiould hel preduce 40% energy con-
sumption as compared to a
similar structure built on  the
conventional lines™.

The cooling systerns have three
features — variable refrigerant vol-
ume (VEV) system, earth air tunnel
(EAT)andthermalstorage, The EAT
system is primarily for the hostel.
Through this system, the temper-
ature of hostel rooms can be main-
tained within 27 degrees Celsius
during summer and around 19 to 24
degrees Celsiusduringwinten

Another campus which is plan-
ning big in terms of going green is
DTU. According to the revisited
master plan, this 164-acre campus
will be out of bounds to all vehicles,
one-third of the energy it uses will
be generated from alternative soure-
es developed on the campus by 2014-
15. Allthis and more will cost Rs 200
crare.

DTU vice-chaneellor P B Sharma
said: “Togenerate 33% of theenergy,
we shall establish a LIMW solar
power electricity generationfacility
within the campus by 2011
To become selfreliant for water
resources, the university has
recently installed a waste water re-
cycling plant to treat waste water
and malke it reusable. The plant has
the capacity to treat 20,000 litres of

sewage water.”

At the dry region of Neemrana,
the NU campus is designed to inte-
grate with nature. The university
aims at minimizing its carbon foot-
print through earth-air tunnels. It
alsohas rainwater harvestingfacili-
ties and a water recycling system
whichis 87% efficient, thereby mak-
ing thecampusself sufficient.

“The natural lay of the land has
been retained by adapting structur
es to the surface contours. This sig-

nificantly reduces the impact of
construction on local geology. Blast-
ing in swrounding ranges of Ara-
valli and illegal mining of rocks,
earlier a rampant practice, has now
been successfully curbed through a
positive collaboration with local
people,” said Rajendra Pawar, foun-
der, NT.

NU has alsostarted itsown nurs-
ery, which is now home to the “Jaal
Pilu’ tree a native plant which has
aot rare in the region.
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